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As your student begins their driver education journey, we are providing you with this guide
to assist with instruction as you are logging the required 50 hours of behind the wheel
practice. You may have a few questions. Here’s a guide to the CIESC Driver Education
courses and how to get your student on the road safely.
Goals for our programs Include:
● Promote lifetime learning opportunities in the field of traffic safety.
● Develop behavior patterns involving defensive driving skills.
● Coordinate CIESC efforts with those of other organizations toward a common goal
of driver/ passenger risk reduction.
● Work with all appropriate and interested parties in the united effort to maximize
traffic safety.
A major objective of the CIESC Driver Education program is to provide high-quality driver
education and traffic safety programs to the largest number of Indiana students. Our
cost-effective program helps students develop defensive driving skills and behavioral
patterns to maximize driver and passenger safety throughout the state of Indiana.

Driving with Your Student
Before You Drive
Map out the drive route ahead of time. Be prepared with an alternate route in case of
detours or other traffic problems. At the beginning of each drive, do a quick review of the
last driving practice. Try to explain the route and what maneuvers you’ll be practicing: will
you practice parallel parking? Pulling into a parking space?
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Before your student begins driving practice with you, ensure that the vehicle is safe by
checking the following:
Inside Vehicle Checks
●
●
●
●

Outside Vehicle Checks

Lock doors
Seat belt
Any warning lights displayed on
dash (after starting car)
Check horn

●
●
●

Check for broken windows and
mirrors
Any leaks around the vehicle
All lights, signals, brakes and parking
lights.

Teaching Tips
How to Give Directions
Give directions four to six seconds before the maneuver and always check mirrors before
giving directions. Your student will take more time to process information than an
experienced driver.
Directions should be stated in two parts:
● First, say where you want the maneuver done.
● Then, say what you want the driver to do.
Directions should begin with a prepositional phrase such as:
● “At the …” (where the location is visible).
● “Go to the …” (when the location is visible).
● “Continue to the …” (when the location is not visible).
Use designations such as:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Next intersection
Next major intersection
Next controlled intersection (traffic light, stop or yield sign)
First crossroad
Next stop sign
Next traffic signal
Second traffic signal
Following street
End of road
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Quick Tips
●
●
●
●

DO NOT assume your student knows what you want him/her to do.
Give one directive at a time. If the next action immediately follows, ensure the first
task has been completed before the next.
Avoid using only street names. Street names may change or the sign may be
missing.
Use specific terms when giving directions. Avoid double-meaning or confusing
words.
○ Right: say “correct” instead.
○ Straight: say “ahead” or “forward”.
○ Red light: say “traffic signal”.
○ Don’t use slang for the action you want: “step on it”.
○ Improper phrases: “right-hand turn,” “left-hand turn”; say “right turn”.
○ Example: Say “road curves ahead,” instead of the “road turns ahead”.

Keep in mind:
●
●
●
●

You may have to repeat directions.
Students may be nervous and have difficulty determining left from right when
receiving directions.
When giving directions, use simple gestures to point in the direction you want the
student to turn, slow down or brake.
Never give more than two directions at one time. Some student drivers may become
confused with multiple directions. Break it down into segments throughout the
drive.

Providing Feedback
Try to not only identify mistakes your student made, but provide positive comments and
explain how to correct the mistake. Allow your student to develop skills through their own
practice and experience with guidance and feedback. Be aware of your students’ abilities,
limitations and frustrations. If they are frustrated or overloaded, opt out of the activity and
come back to it later.
When Your Student Makes a Driving Mistake
Give immediate feedback when a driving mistake occurs, but never use harsh or
demeaning criticisms. Tell your student how to do it better next time and give them
another opportunity as soon as possible.
Ask non-judgmental questions about things that went wrong.
● Judgmental: Why did you drive so fast?
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●

Non-judgmental: What factors did you take into account before deciding on this
speed?

If a lengthy discussion or explanation is needed, move to a safe place to stop and park the
vehicle. Use a legal parking area or parking lot. Do not park or stand on the roadway
shoulder or impede traffic flow.

Skills needed in a successful driver
As you are practicing with your student, here is a list of skills to observe.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Independent and efficient decision making
Efficient eye habits/Scanning techniques (ex. Continuously looking around and
noticing things outside the car)
Situational awareness
Controlling the vehicle in a smooth manner (gas, brake, turn)
Understanding the right of way (lane control)
Identification and knowledge of signs (rules of the road)
Maneuver skills (backward/parallel parking)
Learns to adapt to situations and interest in improvement

Additional Questions
Can anyone enroll in your program?
Yes. CIESC Driver Education offers both online and in-person traditional courses at certain
high schools. pecific school enrollment is not required. Please view the traditional or online
course pages for more information.
What documentation does my student need to receive his/her permit?
The license branch will ask for the Certification of Driver Education (CDE) Enrollment form.
This form will be emailed AFTER successful completion of the online/traditional class,
assuming the in-car instruction has also been purchased.
Your student will need to present:
1. An original birth certificate
2. Original social security card
3. School report card
4. Proof of residency
A parent may have to provide their valid driver’s license, original birth certificate or
passport and 2 proofs of residency. Please visit the BMV website for more information.
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When will my student begin behind-the-wheel driving?
Students must be registered for the in-car instruction portion of the program. Once the
permit has been obtained and you are ready to begin your lessons, you must update your
account with the permit number. Once assigned to an instructor, the six hours of instruction
must be completed within 120 days.
Please note: instructor assignment could take up to six weeks after updating your account
(during heavy enrollment periods the wait could extend to 8-12 weeks.)
Can students begin behind-the-wheel drive at the same time they're in class?
Yes. As long as the permit has been obtained, students may drive with the instructor or
parent. This applies to students over 16 years old.
After completing your program, when is my student eligible to receive a
probationary license?
Assuming the student completed both class and in-car instruction with CIESC, each student
must be at least 16 years and 90 days and hold their learner’s permit for 180 days before
applying for the probationary license at the BMV (without driver education 16 years and
270 days is required).

Resources
Get more information on CIESC Driver Education:
● Online
● Traditional
● Behind the Wheel
● Road Skills Test
● BMV Parent Guide
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